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When the E.F.T. was founded, what are its objectives and 
what has been achieved till today?
The E.F.T. was founded 2009 in Alexandroupolis as a not-for-
profit organisation; its main objectives are to raise worldwide at-
tention for Thrace and to play an important economic and social 
role for Greece, the neighbouring countries and Europe.
Moreover we are active in searching new targeted strategies for 
the economy of Thrace.
We are setting up a high level global lobbying and networking in 
order to create a new intellectual elite.
Already today the E.F.T. has received recognition from the es-
tablishment worldwide.
It is a priority for us to demonstrate that Thrace is not simply a 
region bordering Turkey and Bulgaria, but also the most ancient 
cultural landscape of Europe. Thrace offers great investment 
opportunities especially in tourism and in the energy and agri-
cultural sector. Not to forget that Thrace is linked by the Medi-
terranean Sea in all directions.

Icona 
- Demosthenis P. Doukas
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What is included in the program for this year’s conference in 
May 26 to 28?
The main subjects are:
The Greek financial crisis
Greece at the Crossroads: Now there is the opportunity for an eco-
nomic, social and cultural catharsis
Do we need to restructure our debt and redefine and reform our 
nation?
Is Greece able to show to the world that it is not a failed state?
The cultural program comprises a concert and a visit to the mystic 
island of Samothrace.

Does this unique financial and social crisis influence the Fo-
rum? Is the Forum able to contribute in order to improve the 
Greek situation?
The social crisis was not unexpected and I think now we have the 
opportunity to really contemplate our future and should start to 
work hard.
The E.F.T. is the platform to exchange opinions and to present im-
portant personalities. It is organised in a democratic way: Every-

body has a right to present his ideas and to discuss them openly.

Thrace, at the borderline of the EU, is it noticed by the Euro-
peans?
Yes, of course. Also in comparison with other Greek regions, there 
is a good perception. Especially before elections, also our politi-
cians have an eye on Thrace.
Please allow me a direct question: When will Greece and Europe 
finally realize that Thrace is not only a frontier zone, but also the 
most ancient cultural landscape of Europe of an actual geostrate-
gical importance offering many trade opportunities due to its loca-
tion?
Moreover, I foresee a great potential for the Forum and to support 
Thrace.

Is Alexandroupolis able to compete economically with Istanbul? 
No, Istanbul has more inhabitants and has an even better strategic 
location.But Alexandroupolis has also a very good university deliv-
ering quality and creating an intellectual and economic elite.

The social crisis was not unexpected and I think 
now we have the opportunity to really contemplate 
our future and should start to work hard.
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Is it possible to create a special fiscal and economic status 
for Thrace?
Yes, that is possible. There are special EU laws for such a status 
for geostrategically important regions.
Thrace, bordering Turkey, a big non EU country, can apply for it.
If Thracians are united and ready to work hard, then we can suc-
ceed. 

Is the E.F.T. also recognised by the politicians and their par-
ties?
To be honest, that is not our priority. I have not thought a lot 
about it. Our first and most important step is the acceptance of 
the Forum by our citizens.
We hope that they are ready to identify themselves with the Fo-
rum’s objectives when we stage a conference and invite person-
alities from Greece and abroad. I hope once they will say: We are 
the Forum.

Will the EFT become a second Davos?
Davos has been an inspiration for the E.F.T., we also want to 
work hard and successfully, ready to learn from the mistakes of 
the past. In the next 10 years we also want to build up an intel-
lectual elite we can be proud of.
We bet on teamwork, as the Anglo-Saxons say, and we should 
add this word to our vocabulary.

The economic forum of Thrace is an independent, European or-
ganisation incorporated as a Greek not-for-profit foundation. Our 
philosophy isentrepreneurship in the public interest. We argue 
that economic progress
without social development is not sustainable, while social devel-
opment without economic progress is not feasible. Moreover, the 
actual keychallenges cannot be met by governments and busi-
ness alone.

In a world characterised by complexity and fragility, strategic in-
sights cannot be passively acquired. They are best developed 
through dialogue with the most knowledgeable people. Our initial 
mission is bringing together
leading managers, economists, politicians, intellectuals and jour-
nalists from Greece and abroad in order to discuss actual eco-
nomic questions at the Financial Conference.

We believe that Thrace with its strategic location and its lead-
ing abilities is able to play an independent role between govern-
ments, businesses and civil societies.

Executive President

Katerina Karajanni
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