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“It is our self-evident civic duty 
to serve the whole society 

in order to 
demand everybody’s right 

for personal, social and professional 
opportunities.”



 

WELCOME ADDRESS 

It is a great pleasure for us to be hosting the “1st Round 
Table Discussions in Thrace”, organized with the initiative of 
the Economic Forum of Thrace (E.F.T.).

Greece is now trying to build a clear European profile from 
the start. We in Thrace have already taken the first step.
We invite you to the “1st Round Table Discussions in Thra-
ce”, which is about the economy of Greece and Thrace and 
the prospects for development in relation with the historical 
and geo-strategic position in the Eurozone.

The Discussions will be held at the convention center of 
“Thraki Palace”, in Alexandroupolis and we are confident 
that the results will be kept in the minds of the participants, 
given the history and the multiculturalism of Thrace, the ex-
istence of natural monuments and the location within the 
two continents.

Economic development without cultural industry does not 
exist, so the E.F.T. will always work on a cultural back-
ground.

We are looking forward to welcoming you   to the “1st Round 
Table Discussions in Thrace”.

Katerina Karajanni

President of E.F.T.



Arsinoé de Thrace
Musée du Louvre

Arsinoe of Thrace (316 BC- 270BC) 
was the Queen of Thrace, Asia Minor and 

Macedonia as wife of King Lysimachus, and 
later co–ruler of Egypt with her brother and 

husband Ptolemy II Philadelphus.



INTRODUCTION 
TO THE 1st  ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS IN THRACE                                                

                                                                                           
“Crisis of the Hellenic nation; A massive speculative curtain is erected 
so as to hide the real Greek debt.”

There are only painful ways out of the debt crisis. To prevent conta-
gion to other countries, it is necessary to isolate the problems.
In Greece, where an industrial basis is lacking and the courage to un-
dergo structural reforms is missing, billions of Euros are vanishing into  
a black hole.

Only a drastic haircut of our debts can improve our competitiveness, 
as many renowned economists in Greece and abroad argue. They 
say that the Greek political system is a corrupt connection involving 
the government, the unions and citizens for about 30 years.

The Greek political system has created a huge public service, like a 
hydra, and we lost too much time to correct this. Now it might be too 
late.

How many years do we need to reform this system in order to reha-
bilitate itself? Responsible citizens became slaves of it. A job in the 
public sector has been a place in the sun. You have not to care about 
your future for your whole life. May be you have to see that your chil-
dren enjoy the same privileges. Nobody foresaw that this way of life 
has a price.

We here in Thrace certainly have difficulties in accepting the reality 
of the Greek system without anger, but on the other hand we have 
problems to accept some critical and one sided commentaries from 
abroad including rude insults. But we are also Greeks and are at least 
partially responsible for all that, but we insist on our rights and accept 
our responsibilities.

Thrace is the most important geostrategic location in Europe and of-
fers many opportunities for investments. We enjoy the Mediterranean 
sea, we have important ports which can be further developed, we 
have a performing airport, a modern highway through our region con-
nects Turkey and Bulgaria with Thessaloniki and the North-Western 
part of Greece, we have clean geothermic energy, we have indus-
tries, we have the third most important university of Greece and we 
have a well educated population including academics and scientists.
We are now claiming the status of a tax free zone for our region ac-
cording to European law in order to support the industry, banks 
and other service providers in Thrace and to attract more firms from 
Greece and abroad. May be this painful crisis is the beginning of an 
economic upturn for our region and Greece.



PROGRAM

4.00 pm - 4.15 pm Opening by

Mr. Michalis Chrisochoidis, 
Minister of Regional Development & Competitiveness. 
Mr.Mr. Anthimos,
Bishop of Alexandroupolis, Traianoupolis & Samothrace.
Mrs. Katerina Karajanni, 
President of the E.F.T.

4.15 pm - 4.30 pm       Keynote speech by
Prof.  Dr.  Michael Heise, 
Chief Economist at Allianz Group.
Topic:   “Marshall – Plan for Greece”

4.30 pm - 6.30 pm     1st Round Table Discussion, 
led by Mr. Dimitris Diamantidis, 
Journalist.
Topic:    “Is Europe ready enough to help Greece?”
               “Will the markets trust the European leaders 

when they insist on the fact that the Greek 
case is an exception?”

               “After months of fractious indecision, the deal 
saw rare compromise and decisiveness from 
European leaders, but it leaves a number of 
questions unanswered, notably whether the 
package will be enough to enable Greek econ-
omy so as to run again, while paying off the 
debt which has risen to the 150% of its GDP.”

Participants:   
Mr. Michalis Chrisochoidis, 
Minister of Regional Development & Competitiveness.
Mr. Alexandros Dermentzopoulos, 
Deputy of the political party “Nea Dimokratia”, 
Prefecture of Evros.
Mr. Dimosthenis Doukas, 
Economist, Mcs Regional Policy Development.
Prof. Dr. Ursula Engelen-Kefer,  
Former Vice President of the German Trade Union Federa-
tion (1990-2006).
Mr. Aristeidis Giannakidis, 
Prefect of Eastern Macedonia & Thrace.
Prof.  Dr.  Michael Heise, 
Chief Economist at Allianz Group.
Prof. Nikolaos Moussiopoulos, 
Professor of heat transfer  & environmental technology & 
Vice President of the governing board of the International 
Hellenic University in Thessaloniki. 



6.30 pm – 7.00 pm       Get Together – Coffee Break

7.00 pm – 7.15 pm       Keynote speech by
Dr.  Oliver Everling,  
Managing Director of Rating Evidence Ltd.
Topic:   “Rating Agencies”
               “Why the US bias of the rating oligopoly mat-

ters to Greece?”  

7.15 pm – 9.15 pm       2nd Round Table Discussion,
led by Mr. Panagis Galiatsatos,
Journalist.
Topic:  “Europe’s solution to Greece:  more money and 

austerity!”
             “France and Germany are planning to improve 

the economic management of the euro-zone, 
with tighter rules and policy coordination, in 
order to prevent the repeat of the crisis.”

             “The private sector will make an additional con-
tribution of 50 billion euros with a series of swaps 
and buy-backs. This act will effectively lower the 
interest rates and will give Greece more time to 
payback the new aid program, which EU officials 
compare it to the Marshall Plan; are they pre-
pared to jump-start the Greek economy?”

Participants: 
Mr. Steffen Bilger, 
Member of Parliament,  CDU.
Mr. Konstantinos Chatzidakis, 
Deputy of the political party “Nea Dimokratia”, Prefecture of 
Athens II.
Dr.  Oliver Everling,  
Managing Director of Rating Evidence Ltd.
Mr. Harris Ikonomopoulos, 
Greek President of the British Hellenic Chamber of Com-
merce, Lawyer/Partner at “Ikonomopoulos and Partners 
LLP” law firm.
Mr. Evangelos Labakis, Mayor of Alexandroupolis.
Mr. Aris Sfakianakis, Writer.   

9.15 pm          Traditional Thracian Dinner, 
                         at the “Allegro Restaurant”, Thraki Palace Hotel.
 

*  There may be minor changes in the program until the day 
of the event.

* The participants appear in alphabetical order.

2nd of September 2011



CULTURAL VISIT TO SAMOTHRACE 

Samothrace, the island of mysteries

“αμυητον μη εισιεναι”

“Deorum sacra qui non acceperunt non intrant”

“The entrance to the uninitiated is forbidden”

Important inscription from the sanctuary of Samothrace



Saturday 3rd of September 2011. 12.01pm

Departure from the port of Alexandroupolis to Samothrace. The sea 
journey lasts for approximately two hours. A traditional breakfast will 
be served on board. 

The “discovery” of Samothrace begins, starting with the most impor-
tant archaeological site on the island, the seaside “Paleopolis”, the 
ancient Samothrace. In this very important area we will visit the “Arsi-
noio”, the “Theater”, the “Stoa”, the “Sanctuary of the Great Gods”, 
where the “Kabyric Mysteries” took place, with global reach in the an-
tiquity, and the Archaeological Museum of the island, where there is 
the copy of the famous sculpture of the “ Niki of Samothrace”.

Then we will be transferred by bus to the south side of Samothrace. 
There is no road in this wild and inaccessible part of the island. How-
ever, if the weather allows us, we will depart on boats from the port of 
“Therma”, or the “Kipi” beach, to the beach of “Vatos”. 

During our sea journey along the coast, we will pass by the water-
fall “Kremasto Nero”/“Hanging Water”, which flows perpendicularly 
to the cliffs and drops sparkling to the sea, and beyond that there 
are the rare “painted” geological formations, known as “Pania tis 
Grias”/”Grandmother’s Sails”.  This is a stunning, wild and arid land-
scape that unfolds on the steep southern, inaccessible roads, slopes, 
which you do not meet anywhere else in Greece.

The gradient of the slopes is prominent, almost vertical, forming steep, 
inaccessible slopes, and the whole region, with its rocky shores and 
sandy beaches, a refuge for the Mediterranean seal “Monachus – 
Monachus”, and almost certainly we will see dolphins.

We will continue with our transition to the mountain village of “Profitis 
Ilias”, from which we can admire the spectacular view. In this moun-
tain village we will taste the famous wild goat on the spit, the famous 
“katsikaki” of Samothrace, which is closely related species to the ibex 
of Crete. From up there we will be able to see the islands of Imbros 
and Tenedos! 

Sunday 4th of September 2011. 09.00am 
Departure from Samothrace to Alexandroupolis.

* The solid footwear is required for our safety and comfort during the tour 
of the island.

* If there are strong whirlwinds that day, shipping might be prohibited. 
Then an alternative program will take place featuring a tour to Thrace.



General Information

• Greek is the formal language of the Round Table Discussions.
•  The speeches of the participants in the Round Table Discussions will 

be translated simultaneously from Greek to 
    English and vice versa.
• Dresscode: Suit
• We kindly request not to use cell phones during the lectures.
• Badges must be worn all time throughout the Round Table Discu-
ssions.
 

HOTELS

Travel Information 

MUNICIPALITY OF ALEXANDROUPOLIS: 25510 64100
TOURIST POLICE: 25510 66200
AIRPORT ‘DEMOCRITUS’: 25510 89300
TAXI: 25510 33500   
INTERCITY BUSSES : 25510 26479
HELLENIC RAILWAYS ORGANISATION: 25510 26395

For any further information don’t hesitate to call: 
+30 25510 81122, +30 6951819481, +30 6941545351

THRAKI PALACE HOTEL & 
CONFERENCE CENTER & SPA 5*

25510 89100 25510 89119 thrakik@thrakipalace.gr

ALEXANDER BEACH HOTEL 
& CONVENTION CENTER & SPA  5*

25510 39290 25510 39070 info@alexbh.gr

ASTIR ALEXANDROUPOLIS 5* 25510 83000 25510 82800 eg@classicalhotels.com

CLASSICAL EGNATIA GRAND 5* 25510 83000 25510 82800 eg@classicalhotels.com

NEFELI HOTEL 4* 25510 40401 25510 40455 info@nefelihotel-sa.gr





ECONOMIC FORUM OF THRACE
Address:  Venizelou 9
Phone: +30 25510 81122
Mobile: +30 6951819481, +30 6941 545 351
E-Mail: efofthraceassistance@gmail.com
             efofthraceoffice@gmail.com
Web: economicforumofthrace.eu

The concern for the printing of the 
 1st  Round Table Discussions in Thrace

was carried out with the support 
and sponsorship 

of the publishing company 
“PELTI   S.A.”


