
The Mysteries of Samothrace 

 

Samothrace, with its mist-covered mountain, which reaches its peak at 

1,800 meters above the ground, rises suddenly and eruptly into the 

Aegean Sea in the North Aegean. 

The island ows its importance to  the great gods and the secret cult 

that manifests itself in the worship of them. Homer refers to this 

cult with the adjective "zathei", i.e. venerable, holy. Samothrace, 

where gods ceremonies are causing shivering awe. The ceremonies are 

secret and forbidden to ordinary mortals. The ceremonies, the 

sacraments and the celebrations that took place in Samothrace, were to 

honor the gods ‘Cabiri’. 

Who was the Kabeiroi? 

 

“SIRENS 

They’ve vanished in a moment! 

To Samothrace they’re bent, 

Gone, with a favourable breeze. 

What is it they think they’ll see, 

In the realm of the noble Cabiri? 

They’re gods! But wondrously strange, 

Always causing their forms to change, 

Never knowing what they might be.” 

 

Act II, Scene V. 

Extract from the work of Goethe «Faust» 

 

Their numbers as well as their names  are indistinct, so that 

confusion surrounds their personality and grows over the centuries. 

The polymorphism and the identification of the Cabiri with most of the 

gods of Greece, bears the freedom to worship under the name of the 

great gods, the god who expresses one the most. Through the mysteries 

of Samothrace the general and impersonal theory of divinity expresses 

itself. It is the same theory that exists in the Orphic mysteries 

which addressed God as  "Great Spirit"! 

The core of the religious corporation is formed by Orphic priests, 



i.e. Bacchic, ex Eleusinian Cabirian mysteries. The mysteries are 

rooted in Thrace, as the word religion (the greek word for religion is 

‘thriscia’) and the religion of the Greeks have their origin in it. It 

is said that Orpheus, the Thracian, initiates the Greek mysteries. 

Apollodorus says: ' Orpheus  initiated also the Dionysian mysteries, 

elsewhere he handed down the mysteries of the Gods. Therefore this 

mystery is called thriscia, for it has its origin in Orpheus, the 

Thracian. " That is the linguistic proof of thrax or thracos beeing 

related to the greek word thriscia, i.e. religion. 

There is no exact clarification of what actually happened during the 

ceremonies, as the mystic cult was kept secret by the initiates. 

Plutarch writes: "What was done during the mysteries, that were 

devoted to mother Rea, will remain in silence and I ask forgiveness 

for that for I am not allowed to reveal the ordination.” 

Yet, we know something very important and perhaps the most important. 

We know that the mysteries of Samothrace were of an universal nature! 

And that's admirable: It is this progressive trend, this universality, 

this unlimited admission within the religion for all who approach it, 

without exception. The teaching, that is held regarding no exception 

or discrimination 

It is known that in the Eleusinian mysteries, the participation was 

racially restricted. They adressed exclusively Greek society and only 

free citizens. The Cabirian mysteries allowed participation to diverse 

persons regardless of ethnicity, age, gender and social scale and this 

is the distinguishing characteristic of this mysteries. The 

unification of races and classes at a time when women were considered 

inferior beings and slaves imperfect beings, this universal character 

of the mysteries of Samothrace, offers an assessment of attitudes of 

openness and universality of ideas and authorities and may be regarded 

as the forerunner of Christianity. 

« The Symbol of the Kaviria Mysteries in a 

ring. » 

« The initiated wore the ring when they 

entered the place of the Mysteries. » 



 

Men, women, children, slaves, foreigners, dissenters, blacks were 

admitted to the religion. The fundamental purpose of these mysteries 

was moralization of mankind. Yet, there did exist a principal, this 

inescapeable rule, before allowing the attendance of the mysteries. It 

was the Confession! The basic and essential preparatory stage of the 

initiation was the spiritual cleansing of the man who asked to be 

initiated, the so called catharsis! A special priest called 

"Kois"served this purpose. 

After the confession and the approval of the “Koi” the candidate 

attended the ceremony of initiation. The initiation took place at 

night with the light of oil lamps and torches of  the initiated who 

attended the ceremony. 

NIRIIDES AND TRITONES 

We bring the peaceful Cabiri 

To lead in your festivity, 

Since in their holy presence, 

Neptune’s always pleasant. 

.......................................................................... 

Granted us in mercy, 

But not yet completely. 

These, the incomparable, 

Ever wider yearning, 

Hungering, are longing 

For the unattainable. 

 

Act II, Scene V. 

 

Extract from the work of Goethes «Faust» 

 

The initiate was sitting on a throne, therefore the ceremony was 

called "thronismos", i.e. enthronement. It seems according to 

Plutarch, that at this stage the already  Enthroned danced around the 

Initiated. 

After the enthronement, the priest lead the initiate to the 

inaccessible sanctuary and  there the new member  watched, i.e. had a 

de facto supervision of a sacred simulation, that most likely 



represented the creation of the world. This simulation expressed the 

mystic genealogy of the cosmic genesis. Through this the initiated 

reached the degree of a supervisor. In front of the sanctuary was a 

sacrosanct inscription uncovered by archaeologists that simply but 

explicitly forbade the entrance to the uninitiated. 

"The entrance to the uninitiated is prohibited". 

 

This entry marks the end of our knowledge of the mysteries, everything 

from here remains secret. 


